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Man is a reasonable being; and as such, receives from science his proper food and
nourishment: But so narrow are the bounds of human understanding, that little satisfaction
can be hoped for in this particular, either from the extent or security of his acquisitions. Man
is a sociable, no less than a reasonable being: But neither can he always enjoy company
agreeable and amusing, or preserve the proper relish for them. Man is also an active being;
and from that disposition, as well as from the various necessities of human life, must submit
to business and occupation: But the mind requires some relaxation, and cannot always
support its bent to care and industry. It seems, then, that nature has pointed out a mixed
kind of life as most suitable to human race, and secretly admonished them to allow none of
these biasses to draw too much, so as to incapacitate them for other occupations and
entertainments. Indulge your passion for science, says she, but let your science be human,
and such as may have a direct reference to action and society. Abstruse thought and
profound researches I prohibit, and will severely punish, by the pensive melancholy which
they introduce, by the endless uncertainty in which they involve you, and by the cold
reception which your pretended discoveries shall meet with, when communicated. Be a
philosopher; but, amidst all your philosophy, be still a man. […]
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We may begin with observing, that one considerable advantage, which results from the
accurate and abstract philosophy, is, its subserviency to the easy and humane; which,
without the former, can never attain a suffcient degree of exactness in its sentiments,
precepts, or reasonings. All polite letters are nothing but pictures of human life in various
attitudes and situations; and inspire us with different sentiments, of praise or blame,
admiration or ridicule, according to the qualities of the object, which they set before us. An
artist must be better qualifed to succeed in this undertaking, who, besides a delicate taste
and a quick apprehension, possesses an accurate knowledge of the internal fabric, the
operations of the understanding, the workings of the passions, and the various species of
sentiment which discriminate vice and virtue. How painful soever this inward search or
enquiry may appear, it becomes, in some measure, requisite to those, who would describe
with success the obvious and outward appearances of life and manners. The anatomist
presents to the eye the most hideous and disagreeable objects; but his science is useful to the
painter in delineating even a Venus or an Helen. While the latter employs all the richest
colours of his art, and gives his fgures the most graceful and engaging airs; he must still carry
his attention to the inward structure of the human body, the position of the muscles, the
fabric of the bones, and the use and fgure of every part or organ. Accuracy is, in every case,
advantageous to beauty, and just reasoning to delicate sentiment. In vain would we exalt the
one by depreciating the other. […]
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Happy, if we can unite the boundaries of the different species of philosophy, by reconciling
profound enquiry with clearness, and truth with novelty! And still more happy, if, reasoning
in this easy manner, we can undermine the foundations of an abstruse philosophy, which
seems to have hitherto served only as a shelter to superstition, and a cover to absurdity and
error!
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David HUME, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (I, Of the Different Species of Philosophy, § 6, § 8,
§ 17).

